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Cooper W. and Quinn L. make a craft during free time at Edith Bowen Laboratory School.
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Logan School District responds to Texas shooting
By Jacee Caldwell
NEWS CONTENT MANAGER

N

ineteen fourth graders and two teachers were
shot and killed on May 24 at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas by an 18-year-old

gunman.
While this tragedy happened 1,361 miles away from
home in Logan, it has left a mark locally and nationally.
Many have taken this time to spread the word about
violence, denounce mass shootings and hate crimes, and
promote kindness.
An influencer and former bachelorette on the TV show,
“The Bachelorette,” Kaitlyn Bristowe took to her Instagram account to share her thoughts.
“My heart will forever bleed for the parents who sent
their kids to school this morning and eight hours later are
planning for their funerals,” Bristowe said. “How many
more lives have to be taken before we agree that we
must change? I’m scared every day for my unborn kids to
go to school and for once I’m not being dramatic.”
Others have taken it as a lesson to be learned from and
decided to take matters into their own hands.
Stephanie Pritchett made a post that went viral on Facebook about a man she saw standing outside the doors of
her daughter’s elementary school in Killeen, Texas. After
calling the school, she found out the man had volunteered to stand guard over the school.
“I think it’s very courageous and it puts some of our
hearts and minds at ease,” Pritchett wrote. “I wanted to
shake his hand, but I didn’t want to interrupt as he was
doing a job. He needs to be recognized.”
The majority of people all over the country, including
many in our own community, have also taken it as a time
to reflect on the value of human life.
Logan School District Executive Director Shana Lon-

ghurst said that many students and parents feel the
heartbreak of what happened and wants them to know
they can still feel comfortable at school.
“Safety of our students and staff is an extremely high
priority of ours and we work hard to provide safe and
supportive environments at all times, but especially when
these tragic events occur,” Longhurst said.
The news has broken the hearts of not only students,
but also people like Shannon Rhodes, a first-grade teacher at Edith Bowen Laboratory School, who has had the
shooting as a constant thought in her mind.
Knowing of these potential struggles, Longhurst sent
out an email to Logan School District families addressing the shooting, offering resources and assuring safety
protocols are in place.
The email read, “As we reflect, we are extremely grateful for the procedures all of our schools have in place
and the supportive relationship we have with local law
enforcement and emergency response agencies.”
Principal and director of Edith Bowen, Nathan Justis,
also sent an email to the families of each student.
“Our hearts have broken with the news of the tragedy
at Robb Elementary in Texas and our thoughts are with
all affected. It feels to me like such a thing should not
exist, but sadly it does,” Justis said in the email.
In an interview with Justis, he mentioned the school
had their own safety procedures but did not feel comfortable discussing specifics.  
General precautions can include active shooter drills,
guest check-ins and safety plans to help parents feel safe
with their children at school.
But nevertheless, some are arguing that regardless of
prevention, the real problem lies in the weapon.
The Texas Tribune reported that after the shooting, Texas Democrats pushed harder for tighter gun control laws
and wrote a letter to the governor demanding a session

to pass new legislation on the matter.
The article explained that in the letter, these 13 Democrats wrote, “‘‘Thoughts and prayers’ are not enough. We
need evidence-based, common sense gun safety laws.’”
The letter proposed raising the minimum age to purchase a gun from 18 to 21, requiring universal background checks, implementing laws to remove firearms
from anyone who poses imminent danger, requiring a
waiting period after the purchase of a gun, and regulating civilian ownership of high-capacity magazines.
But regardless of opinion and politics, schools feel an
obligation to keep their students safe from any danger.
And especially elementary schools. The top two deadliest U.S. school shootings have both been at elementary
schools, including Uvalde, ranked at number two, and
Sandy Hook Elementary School, ranked at number one,
where 26 people were shot and killed in 2012.
But we’ve seen mass shootings targeted at older groups,
too. According to the New York Times, the third and
fourth ranked deadliest U.S. school shootings were both
at high schools. Seventeen were killed at Douglas High
School in 2018, and 13 were killed at Columbine High
School in 1999.
One common theme is that all four of these shootings
were committed by males under the age of 21.
Read the rest of this story at usustatesman.com
Jacee Caldwell is a senior studying
broadcast journalism. Other than her
passion for writing, Jacee loves eating
Subway, reading at her favorite park
and watching “The Bachelor.”
— Jacee.Caldwell@usu.edu
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By Jillian Nelson
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

W

ater conservation is extremely important in Utah due to
continuing drought conditions.
During the summer months, these conditions get more severe with increasing
temperatures.
According to the Glossary of Meteorology,
a drought is defined as “a period of abnormally dry weather, sufficiently prolonged
for the lack of water to cause a serious
hydrologic imbalance in the affected area.”
Utah is known for its long periods of
drought. Currently, 99.45% of the state of
Utah is experiencing severe drought conditions or worse, meaning water levels have
dropped and fire danger has increased.
Drought conditions are especially noticeable because of their impact on Utah’s
reservoirs.
“Eighteen of Utah’s largest 45 reservoirs
are below 55% of available capacity. Overall, statewide storage is 63% of capacity.
This time last year, reservoirs were about
67% of capacity,” according to the Utah
Division of Natural Resources.
To help decrease the severity of drought
conditions, citizens can help conserve
water. This is achievable by changing a few
habits every day. Taking shorter showers
and only using water when necessary can
go a long way towards softening Utah’s
severe drought conditions.
College students can also learn how to
conserve water at their homes or apartments, or in their future homes.
There are two specific areas to concentrate on for individual water conservation:
in the home and in outdoor areas.
The American Red Cross suggests not
pouring water down a drain when it can
be used for other purposes, like watering
plants.
They also recommend fixing any leaks in
your pipes and encourage you to not waste
water while waiting for the temperature to
turn hot or cold, but rather to put a container under the faucet and use that water
for watering plants or other uses.
Other suggestions to save water include
taking shorter showers or installing a
time-saving dishwasher that uses less water
than the average dishwasher, according to
both the Red Cross and David Rosenburg,
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Porcupine Reservoir is a body of water located in the south region of Cache Valley. The reservoir is part of the East Fork Little Bear
drainage and is popular for fishing and other recreation.

a professor at Utah State University, who is
researching how to best help people conserve water.
Use a washing machine only when it is full
or use a water-saving setting to wash your
laundry. If you are able, installing two-stage
flush toilets will save 20 percent more water
than conventional flush toilets.
To conserve water outdoors on your
property, it is beneficial to collect rainwater
to use for watering plants, and to plan landscaping to include native plant species or
plants that do not require much watering.
Planting native, drought-tolerant grasses,
ground covers, shrubs and trees will cut
down on outside plant watering and provide a nice outdoor area.
When car washing, wash the car on a lawn
where grass can use the water, or use a
commercial car wash that recycles water.
Together, we can help save water and reduce drought conditions in Utah with these
easy-to-implement suggestions.

Jillian Nelson is currently pursuing her degree in psychology
and journalism. In her free time,
she loves to read and watch the
latest Marvel movies with her
family and friends.
— A02368712@usu.edu
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Conserving water and
making a difference
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USU men’s ultimate team
finishes No. 13 at nationals
By Jake Ellis
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER

T

MILWAUKEE —
he Utah State men’s ultimate team finished No.
13 in the country during the program’s second-ever appearance at nationals. The Aggies
won two of their five games, beating Michigan and
William & Mary.
“It felt really good to match up with some of the best
colleges in the country,” junior Tony Mounga said. “We
definitely held our own.”
Despite playing fewer games than teams that went
further in the bracket did, the Aggies had two players
lead the competition in personal stats.
First-year student Ben Hoffman led the tournament
with 32 goals, nearly twice as many as the athlete in
second place.
“You just know when someone is top tier, when they’re
elite, and Ben’s kind of hit that point,” senior captain
Bracken Wright said. “Even when we were at nationals,
playing the best teams in the country, we could still
trust that Ben is so good that he’s just still going to
perform at the highest level and score on anybody he
wants.”
Senior captain Garrett Martin topped the leaderboard
as well with his 25 assists.
“Sure, the stats are cool, but that doesn’t matter as
much as our team’s outcomes and our team’s progress,”
Martin said.
Even in the Aggies’ losses, they kept things close.
“A lot of the teams we played, it was down to the wire,
you know — the last couple of minutes really decided
it,” Mounga said. “Even if we were losing, we fought
back and made it a game almost every time.”
Utah State got off to a rough start in their first game
of pool play against Texas. They trailed 10-5 before they
launched a comeback that tied the game at 14. The

Longhorns were able
to respond and won
15-14.
“They ended up
losing to everybody
else in the pool
worse than we did,”
Mounga said. “I felt
kind of bad that that
was our first game.
I felt like we could
have definitely beat
them.”
The loss stung because it seemed like
a must-win for Utah
State to be able to
move on from pool
SUBMITTED PHOTO
play.
The USU men’s ultimate team at the 2022 USA Ultimate D-I Championships in Milwaukee.
“That one ended
up mattering a lot,
er-coach, as the leader that helped push the Aggies to
because that was kind of the one we had circled to win to
this point.
make the [championship] bracket,” Martin said.
“Without Garrett as a player would hurt a lot, but withIn the rest of the tournament, Utah State continued to
out Garrett as a coach, we’re useless,” Wright said.
come up just short against top teams. They lost 15-11 to
Martin played six years for the Aggies, including the
the eventual second-place team in the nation, Brown. The
normal
five years of eligibility, plus one because of the
Aggies also fell to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 15-12 before
COVID-19 pandemic. He joined a team that struggled
they collected their first win over William & Mary 15-10.
to make regionals and helped turn it into a team that is
After pool play, the Aggies were one point short of qualcompetitive at nationals. Martin emphasized how proud
ifying for the championship bracket; however, they scored
he is to leave behind a team he thinks will be successful
well enough to play for 13th place against Michigan.
for years to come.
In their final game of the season, the Aggies beat the
“To be able to do that, and leave the team in a spot
Wolverines 15-11. For the Aggie seniors, the win marked
where
I feel like they’re going to be good for years, is a
the end of their collegiate careers.
really
exciting
thing,” Martin said.
“I wish I could play college forever,” Martin said. “But it’s
Looking back at the last few seasons, it’s easy to see
also what makes college so special, that you don’t get to do
the upward trajectory of the Utah State ultimate team.
it for that long.”
Last season, which was delayed to fall 2021 because of
“It was hard at the end of that game,” Wright said. “It’s
the coronavirus, the Aggies qualified for nationals for the
really bittersweet because it’s the
first time in history. In this season, they won their region
greatest accomplishment of my ultiand played much better at nationals.
mate frisbee career and also just the
“Last time in the fall, we very rarely got above 10
end of a really cool era.”
goals,”
Martin said. “This year, we scored above 10 every
After the game, the Aggies gathered
single game, no matter who we played. Overall, we were
in a circle to talk about the season
a much more competitive team, even though we didn’t
and give seniors the chance to say
actually close out the wins in all those games.”
farewell.

Tony Mounga lays out for a catch against Texas on May 27. Texas beat Utah State 15-14.

“It’s a hard thing to describe,”
Martin said. “I kind of just told
everybody how much it meant to me,
how much I cared about this team
and the direction it’s going and how
proud I was to see the program in a
better place than when I got here.”
Utah State players heralded Martin,
SUBMITTED PHOTO who was essentially their play-

Read the rest of this story at usustatesman.com.
Jake Ellis is a senior studying
broadcast journalism. He supports
Real Salt Lake and the Utah Jazz.
— jacob.ellis@usu.edu
@jakeellisonair
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Last month’s solution:

Sudoku puzzles
are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
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